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a decade.  Specific events from such libraries could be
played back for incorporation in a designated data set
for the USSS to be preserved in some practical manner for
future study.  The preservation problem is that long-term
storage of analog data on magnetic tape has not had the
attention it deserves.

A centralized vehicle for the distribution and preser-
vation of digital seismic data should be encouraged.  In
the context of a USSS the EDIS is the logical candidate
to work out and manage these essential tasks.  Considera-
tion has to be given to the long-term commitments required
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) , with respect to personnel, computer facilities,
and storage facilities.

The NOAA digital data base should include data from the
International Deployment of Accelerographs (IDA), the Seis-
mic Research Observatory (SRO), DWWSSN, and NDSN.  Computer
program development should be encouraged so that the digi-
tal data from the networks mentioned, as well as from
future sources, can be provided to the user in a standard
format.  This would enable routine servicing of user re-
quests, which in turn would encourage optimal use of digi-
tal data.

8.2  NATIONAL AND REGIONAL EARTHQUAKE PARAMETERIZATION
AND CATALOGING

At present, the USGS and NOAA maintain catalogs of felt
earthquakes in the United States; in general, these all
have magnitudes greater than 3.5.  These agencies should
continue to perform this function (see Figure 8.1). The
collection of readings and locations of smaller earth-
quakes is best left in the hands of the operators of the
regional networks, i.e., the Regional Research Centers.

A clearinghouse for regional earthquake data should be
established to provide them in suitable form, such as
microfiche.  This procedure would fit in with the program
to copy all past seismograph station catalogs for archiv-
ing purposes.  Uniform goals for the optimal content of
regional catalogs should, however, be established. Micro-
earthquake locations from regional networks should be in-
corporated into the annual report entitled U.S. Earthquakes
published by NOAA by inclusion of a seismicity map for
each region.